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History and Purpose of the Latino Leaders’ Reception for 

Constitutional Officers, Legislators and Appointees

Latinos comprise over 40%, or about 14 million, people in California. Latino community access to 

quality education and economic development is urgent, and, increased civic participation is essential. 

Attaining these goals remains the Latino community’s greatest challenge and critical task.

In 1999, the Latino Journal created the “Latino Leaders’ Reception for Constitutional Officers, 

Legislators and Appointees” with the support of then chair of the Latino Legislative Caucus, Senator 

Richard G. Polanco  (D – Los Angeles).  The purpose of the reception is to help bridge the huge divide 

between 14 million Hispanics and their government. Since then, some progress can be noted, however, 

much more needs to be done.

In 2015, the Latino Journal will be working with the State of California to seriously consider creating a 

California Commission on Hispanic Affairs to help develop solutions to major challenges in education, 

economic development, civic participation and engagement, health care and the list goes on.  This non-

partisan commission can help garner the State’s more influential stakeholders to help develop the 

California Hispanic community achieve its full potential to become a powerful contributor to a robust 

and economically vibrant California.

The long-term strategy is to begin developing a community consortium of leaders who care about the 

well-being of California Hispanics.  This will begin in 2015 and, perhaps in January 2016, in 

conjunction with this leadership reception, hold a one-day Latino Policy Expo prior to the Latino 

Leaders’ Reception that focuses on critical policy issues like education, economic development, health, 

housing, veterans, etc.

On behalf of all our supporters and friends we thank all those leaders and stakeholder groups and 

companies for supporting the Hispanic community’s effort to self actualize its incredible potential of 

being a positive contributor to the quality of life in California.

Warm regards, 

José L. Pérez 

José L. Pérez and former 

State Senator Richard G. Polanco
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Latino Senate

Members

Senator Ben Hueso

Senator Ed Hernández

Senator Connie M. Leyva

Senator Ricardo Lara

Senator Tony Mendoza

Latino Assembly 

Members

Assembly Member Luis A. Alejo

Assembly Member Anthony Rendón

Assembly Member Ian C. Calderón

Assembly Member Nora Campos

Assembly Member Miguel Santiago

Assembly Member Rocky Chavez

Assembly Member Cristina García
Assembly Member José Medina

Assembly Member Susan Talamantes Eggman

Assembly Member Jimmy Gómez

Assembly Member Roger Hernández

Assembly Member Henry T. Perea

Assembly Member Patty Lopez

Assembly Member Rudy Jr. Salas

Assembly Member Lorena González

Assembly Member Freddie Rodríguez

Assembly Member Eduardo Garcia

Assembly Member Eric Linder

Senator Kevin de León

Senate President pro Tem

Secretary of State 

Alex Padilla



Latino Leaders’ Reception Program

Constitutional Officers & Legislators

Awards

Outstanding Public Service Award

• Senator Kevin de León, Senate President pro Tem

• Assembly Member Luis Alejo, Chair, Latino Legislative Caucus

Outstanding Private Sector Leadership Award

• Dennis Arriola, President, Southern California Gas

• Dorene Dominguez, Chairman, Vanir Group of Companies

Special CAFÉ de California & Latino Journal Award

• Carlos Gutierrez, Consul General, Mexico

Latina Spirit Awards

Program ends and networking continues
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With distinguished Co-Hosts:

LBA

CLSBA

COFEM

TELACU

ARCHES

GROW Elect

SACLATINO

El Observador

United Latinos

SHPE LA Chapter

Congress of Seniors

Latino Med Journal

American GI Forum

Hispanics In Energy

District XIII LULAC

Lorenzo Patino LULAC

CAFÉ de California, Inc.

The Greenlining Institute

Eastern Group Publications

Spanish Language Academy

Latino Social Work Network

Chicano/Latino Caucus, CDP

Latino Physicians of California

Latino Leadership & Policy Forum

Chicano Consortium of Sacramento

California Latino Legislative Caucus

California Latino Capitol Association

California Latino Physicians Consortium

San Francisco Latino Builders Association

American GI Forum – Cesar Chavez Chapter

Service Disabled Veteran Business Owners, Inc.

CA Legislative Caucus Institute for Public Policy

Latinos in Information Science Technology, Nor Cal

Special thanks to 

CAFÉ de California, Inc.
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Diana Rodriguez, Sacramento City Unified School District

Gustavo Arroyo, Sacramento City Unified School District

Tony Perez, Elk Grove Unified School District

(Highest vote getter in State with over 40, 000 votes, 4th largest in California)

Rene Aguilera, Roseville Joint Unified School District

Saul Hernandez, San Juan Unified School District

Rebecca Sandoval, Twin Rivers Unified School District

Walter Garcia Kawamoto, Twin Rivers Unified School District

John Dexter, Twin Rivers Unified School District

Dr. Susan Heredia, Natomas Unified School District

Deborah Ortiz, Los Rios Community College District

Brian Rivas, Sacramento County Board of Education

Alicia Cruz, Washington Unified School District

Katie Villegas, Washington Unified School District

Angel Barajas, Woodland Unified School District

Sam Blanco III, Woodland Unified School District

Dr. Cirenio Rodriguez, Woodland Unified School District

Xavier Gamez, Yolo County Board of Education

Dr. Jesse Ortiz, Yolo County Board of Education

Dr. Jorge O. Ayala, YCOE Supt. 

Xavier Tafoya, Yuba Community College District

Sara Cazares, Stockton Unified School District

Sal Ramirez, Stockton Unified School District

David Varela, Stockton Unified School District

Kathy Garcia, Stockton Unified School District

A Special Tribute To Some Latino School 

Board Members and Executives
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Partial List of Past Award Recipients

Former Governor Gray Davis

Former Lt. Governor Cruz M. Bustamente

Former State Senator Deborah Ortiz

Former Assembly Member Gil Cedillo

Former Assemblymember Robert Pacheco

Commissioner Catherine J.K. Sandoval, CPUC

Commissioner Timothy Alan Simon, CPUC

Carlos Ramos, Secretary, California Technology Agency

Former Assembly Member Gwen Moore

Ron Litzinger, President, Southern California Edison

Vicki Zeiger, VP, Human Resources, San Diego Gas & Electric

Frank Quevedo, VP, EEO, Southern California Edison

Melanie R. Martel, Publisher, Stars of the Savanna

Orsen Aguilar, Executive Director, Greenlining Institute

Ruben Guerra, Chair, Latin Business Association

Roy M. Perez, Chair, California Hispanic Chambers of Commerce

Melinda Guzman, Former Trustee of the CSU System

Former Governor of New Mexico, Jerry Apodaca

Joan Kerr, Director of Supplier Diversity, PG&E

David & Priscilla Lizarraga, TELACU Education Foundation

Scott Drury, VP Human Resources & Inclusion, SDG&E

Rafael Sanchez, Former Treasurer, U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Neptaly Aguilera, President, CAFÉ de California

Superior Court Judge David De Alba

Nancy Zarenda, Spanish Language Academy

President Michael R. Peevey, CPUC

Joe Alderete, Director of Supplier Diversity, So Cal Edison

Cynthia Marshall, VP External Affairs, AT&T

Ken McNeely, President, AT&T External Affairs

Anna Caballero, Secretary, State & Consumers Services Agency

Jerry Apodaca, Governor, New Mexico

Fred Millar, Chair, Sacramento Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
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Thanks The 2015 Reception Sponsors
On behalf of the Latino community, the Latino Journal sincerely thanks these 

sponsors for their consideration and support for this important leadership gathering.
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